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Apart from the champ, who is 
Louisville’s greatest athlete? 
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Louisville officer John White returned to his old stomping grounds to join the shopping spree in Powell County. His daughter, Marissa, helped him pick items. 


Patrolling for presents 


Photo and text by Alton Strupp | Louisville Courier Journal | USA TODAY NETWORK 


Police officers from around the region descended on a Walmart in Winchester, Kentucky, to buy gifts and essentials for 1,500 needy kids. 


The Red River Gorge Fraternal Order of Police Lodge 70 has been putting on the “Shop with a Cop” event since 1999 and has spent more than 
$150,000 for holiday gifts for area youths. 
“This year we have 105 kids coming and we spend $100 on each kid,” said Phillip Frazier, president of the lodge. The event is about giving 


and helping those in need, but it also is about police and fire officials building relationships with youth. 


Board: Pensions 
need $800M boost 


Plans expected to see 
lower income in 2018 


Tom Loftus 
Louisville Courier Journal 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


FRANKFORT, Ky. — Nearly $800 mil- 
lion more will be needed next year to 
put the state and local government re- 
tirement plans of the Kentucky Retire- 
ment Systems on the road to recovery. 

That breaks down to $477 million 
more for three plans that provide pen- 
sion and health benefits for state gov- 
ernment retirees, and $317 million 
more from local governments and 
school districts for the pension and 
health benefits of their employees. 

To put the $477 million increase 
needed for the state government plans 
next year into context, consider that 
this year’s total cost to operate Ken- 
tucky’s prison system is a bit more than 
$500 million. Where the money for 
pensions will come from is undeter- 
mined. 

But the Kentucky Retirement Sys- 
tems board of trustees received and ap- 
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Franken leaves Senate seat, but hints Trump is held to a 


different standard. 1B 


proved the recommended increases in 
taxpayer outlays for public pensions on 
Thursday. The increases would take ef- 
fect July 1. 

The massive dollar amounts come 
as no surprise and are largely a result of 
new assumptions the board made this 
year — lowering projections on how 
much the plans will earn on invest- 
ments and on how much government 
payrolls are expected to grow. 

John Farris, chairman of the board, 
said the new assumptions replace opti- 
mistic ones used by boards in the past 
that caused Kentucky Retirement Sys- 
tems to not ask for sufficient funding, 
which led to the accumulation of bil- 
lions in unfunded liabilities. 

“Now we're giving the right num- 
bers. Lots of complaints about the right 
numbers. I understand it,” Farris said. 
“I hear that from local and county offi- 
cials. I wish it wasn’t that way. I wish 
they were given the right numbers 10 
years ago.” 

The numbers released Thursday 
show that the state’s worst-funded 
plan — the main plan that covers most 


See PENSIONS, Page 9A 
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Legacy, lore of the Beatles come alive at store 
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NRA at odds with 
pro-gun lawmaker 


Body calls out Massie on 
background check bill 


Phillip M. Bailey 
Louisville Courier Journal 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


The National Rifle Association is at 
odds with one of Kentucky’s most fer- 
vent gun rights proponents, saying he’s 
spreading misinformation about a bill 
to improve the country’s gun back- 
ground check system. 

Republican Congressman Thomas 
Massie is an avid gun collector and has 
opposed nearly every effort to regulate 
firearms, including discussions to ban 
bump stocks for semi-automatic 
weapons after the deadly massacre in 
Las Vegas, Nevada. 

But Massie, whose district stretches 
from eastern Louisville to Ashland, is 
being criticized by the NRA, which says 
the congressman made “several inac- 
curate statements” about proposed fix- 
es to the National Instant Criminal 
Background Check System. 

Massie told Courier Journal in an in- 
terview on Thursday that he is taking 
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“friendly fire’ from the 
NRA over the proposal 
backed by liberal Demo- 
crats. He said his Second 
Amendment credentials 
are impeccable. 

“It's an odd day in 
Washington, D.C., when 
the NRA supports legis- 
lation backed by Sens. (Diane) Fein- 
stein and (Chuck) Schumer,” he said. 

NRA spokeswoman Catherine Mor- 
tensen declined to comment for this 
story, but pointed to the group’s fact 
check website that rebutted most of 
Massie’s claims about the bill. 

Massie is the only member of Con- 
gress that the group has called out indi- 
vidually on its website. 

The legislation, which has biparti- 
san support, emphasizes a require- 
ment that state and federal agencies 
report all infractions involving firearms 
to the national database. It seeks to 
create financial incentives for law en- 
forcement to restrict access to guns for 
those with disqualifying records, such 
as criminal or mental health histories. 


Thomas 
Massie 


See MASSIE, Page 10A 
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